
h e n g st b e r g e r  sym p o s i u m

Power, Politics and
Maritime Governance in the Indian Ocean
July 2–4, 2012

> pa n e l  v
13:30 – 15:15 Power Politics in the Indian Ocean 

chair: Frank R. Pfetsch (Heidelberg University, Institute for Political Science)
discussant: Iskander Rehman (ceri, Institute of Political Sciences, Paris):
rapporteur: Latoya Waha (Heidelberg University)

Power Projection in the Indian Ocean:
the Role of extra-regional Powers
Walter C. Ladwig (Merton College, Oxford University)

The Indian Ocean Region in India’s Strategic Futures.
Krishnappa Venkatshamy (Institute for Defense Studies 
and Analyses, New Delhi)

Towards a European Geostrategy for the Indo-Pacific?
James Rogers (Baltic Defence College, Tartu)

15:15 – 15:45   c o f f e e  &  t e a  b r e a k

> pa n e l  v i
15:45 – 17:30 The Role of ‘Regions’ in Strategic Thinking and 

Transcultural Interactions
chair: Dietmar Rothermund (South Asia Institute, Heidelberg)
discussant: Jivanta Schöttli (Heidelberg University)
rapporteur: Benjamin Kaltwasser (Heidelberg University)

The Role of Regions in Transcultural Interactions
Madeleine Herren-Oesch (Cluster of Excellence, Asia and 
Europe in a Global Context, Heidelberg 

France’s Strategic Vision in the Indian Ocean
Isabelle Saint-Mézard (French Institute of Geopolitics, Paris)

17:30 – 17:45   c l o s i n g  r e m a r ks
Subrata K. Mitra (Heidelberg University)

20:00   d i n n e r  at  t h e  i w h

4 July, 2012

10:00 – 11:30 w r a p - u p  s e s s i o n  &  d i s c u s s i o n  
a b o u t  p u b l i c at i o n

This conference is sponsored by the Hengstberger Prize 2011.
Three Klaus-Georg and Sigrid Hengstberger Prizes are awarded annually to
young scientists and researchers at the Heidelberg Ruprecht-Karls University.
The prizes are intended to enable the recipients to present a scientific sympo-
sion in the format of ”The Ruperto Carola Symposion at the iwh: A Sponsor-
ship Award for Young Scientists“ at the Internationales Wissenschaftsforum
Heidelberg (iwh). The conference received additional support from the Cluster 
of Excellence, Asia and Europe in a Global Context and the South Asia Institute,
Heidelberg University. It takes place as a highlight event to commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of the South Asia Institute.

Crucial trade interests, untapped energy resources and 
mounting security concerns are propelling countries 
to rethink their strategies in the Indian Ocean. This applies 
to littoral countries and extra-regional actors like China,
Japan, the eu and us, unleashing unprecedented dynamics 
of competition and cooperation. Scholars from Asia, Europe
and the United States will examine historical and cultural 
networks within the Indian Ocean, emerging structures 
of maritime governance, evolving forms of alliance building
and counter-balancing to discuss whether a ‘region’ of the
Indian Ocean is in the making.

Hengstberger
Preis 2011

 



2 July, 2012

09:00 – 09:30 c o f f e e  &  t e a  /  r e g i st r at i o n

09:30 – 09:45 o p e n i n g  w o r d s  /  i n t r o d u c t i o n

> pa n e l  i
09:45 – 11:00 International Relations of the Indian Ocean

chair: Subrata K. Mitra (Heidelberg University, South Asia Institute)
discussant: Urs Schoettli (Columnist, Neue Zürcher Zeitung, Tokyo)
rapporteur: Marian Gallenkamp (University Heidelberg)

Great Power Politics in the Indian Ocean: a View from China
Shen Dingli (Fudan University, Shanghai)

India and the Indian Ocean
C. Udhay Bhaskar (National Maritime Foundation, New Delhi)

11:00 – 11:30   c o f f e e  &  t e a  b r e a k

> pa n e l  i . i
11:30 – 12:45 International Relations of the Indian Ocean 

chair: Subrata K. Mitra (Heidelberg University, South Asia Institute)
discussant: Krishnappa Venkatshamy 
(Institute for Defense Studies and Analyses, New Delhi)
rapporteur: Jivanta Schöttli (Heidelberg University)

The Elegant Decline of the United States? 
America’s strategy in the Indian Ocean
Toshi Yoshihara (Naval War College)

Competing Regional Constructions 
for Security in the Indian Ocean
Dennis Rumley: (University of Western Australia / 
Indian Ocean Research Group, Australia)

12:45 – 14:00   lu n c h  at  t h e  i w h

> pa n e l  i i
14:00 – 15:45 Security and Governance in the Indian Ocean 

chair: Ute Mager (Law Faculty, Heidelberg University)
discussant: Isabelle Saint-Mezard (French Institute of Geopolitics, Paris)
rapporteur: Sebastian Wieland (Heidelberg University)

Piracy and Maritime Governance in the Indian Ocean
Peter Lehr (University of St. Andrews)

A New Platform for Cooperation? The Indian Ocean Rim 
Association for Regional Cooperation (ior-arc)
Christian Wagner (German Institute for International 
and Security Affairs, Berlin)

Sino-Indian Maritime Rivalry
Jonathan Holslag 
(Brussels Institute of Contemporary China Studies)

15:45 – 16:15   c o f f e e  &  t e a  b r e a k

> pa n e l  i i i
16.15 – 18:00 The Indian Ocean: Regional Dynamics and Maritime History 

chair: Markus Hilgert (Heidelberg University, Assyriologie)
discussant: Walter Ladwig (Oxford University)
rapporteur: Aneta Halizak (Warsaw University)

The Political Economy of Malabar:
Dutch Intervention in the Indian Ocean (1663–1795)
Anjana Singh (London School of Economics & Political Science)

The Arabian Sea, the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean
Udo Steinbach (Centre for Near and Middle East Studies,
University of Marburg)

Indian Ocean Region in International Relations:
methodological Perspectives
Jakub Zajaczkowski (Centre for Contemporary 
India Research and Studies, Institute of International Relations,
University of Warsaw)

19:30   r e c e p t i o n  &  c o n f e r e n c e  d i n n e r  at  t h e  i w h

3 July, 2012

09:30 – 10:00 c o f f e e & t e a  b r e a k

10.00 – 10.15 i n t e r i m  s u m m a ry

> pa n e l i v
10:15 – 12:00 Cooperation & Conflict in the Indian Ocean:

Economic and Strategic Dynamics  
chair: Stefan Klonner (Heidelberg University, Alfred-Weber Institute)
discussant: Martin Thunert (Heidelberg Centre for American Studies)
rapporteur: Markus Pauli (Heidelberg University)

The Sino-Pakistani Maritime Entente and its Implications for India
Iskander Rehman (ceri, Institute of Political Sciences, Paris)

Securing the Straits of Malacca
Shafiah F. Muhibat (Centre for Strategic and International Studies – 
Jakarta / Institut fuer Friedensforschung und Sicherheitspolitik 
an der Universität Hamburg (ifsh)

China’s use of Development Aid in the Region
Han Hua (Peking University)

12:00 – 13:30   lu n c h  at  t h e  i w h


